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Become free from the shackles that hold you, stand up, and breath freedom
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Initially

“It has to start somewhere
It has to start sometime
What better place than here?
What better time than now?”
Guerilla Radio, Rage Against the Machine

In a way it started with Sandhaanu. When the voice of the
dissent was raised in the form of an email newsletter. The
dissent spreading through the masses with the conversion of a
few pages of text to PDF. The distribution of the voice of rage
through the computer networks of the globe, reaching one, then
another, then still another.

In a way it had started with the Dhivehiforum. When the
discontented people had a means to express their thoughts. The
thoughts went across the globe in the form electric pulses, data
storming through submarine cables crisscrossing the largest
oceans.

In a way it started with Sangu, when the criticism of the regime
reached unprecedented levels. When the masses queued at the
bookstores for a magazine that expressed hitherto hidden truths
in ink. And with an attitude that made the regime nervous.

In a way it is starting right now. Right here. When the Rebels
start it. To bring the mavericks together.

We are disenchanted, disillusioned and fed up. We have waited
so long for a change that never came. We are tired of waiting.
We are ready to do something about it.

All the people of the Maldives, please wake up from the deep
sleep. The alarm clock is ringing. It is saying that a new day has
to arrive.

We are starting this movement to fight for our constitutional
rights. If the rights are limited in the constitution we need to
amend that too. We are going to fight for democracy, for
freedom of expression, for the rule of law, for separation of
powers, for ending of arbitrary powers of the police, for an end
to torture, and for upholding human rights. We are going to fight
for an end to nepotism, corruption and injustice.
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The hunt for creators of Dhivehi Forum

They are watching you, Neo.

The hunt for Kalhusoru, the then most wanted person by NSS,
continued beyond the islands, territorial waters and the
Exclusive Economic Zone of the Maldives. It basically zeroed in
on the apartments and streets of Malaysia. The informal
gatherings, the outings and the dinners and lunches of the
Maldivian students in Malaysia.

The usual gang of undercover cops visited Malaysia, and no
doubt enjoyed their visits which the government willingly
financed. They were not receiving any tips or clues, everyone
knew who they were and why they were there. The investigation
was getting almost futile.

Even Dr Latheef, the education minister, the man who is said to
have continued work on his thesis even after the government
announced his receipt of doctorate, paid an unofficial
(nurasmee) visit to Malaysia, where he met with the students.

“Who is Kalhusoru? We know he must be one of you!,” he said.
A rather blunt way of investigation, even for a minister. Reminds
us of the primary school days when you were lined up in front of
the principal, and asked to tell who broke the windowpane or
else skip the lunch for that day.

It all started around mid 2000 when an online forum named
Dhivehi, which was hosted at Delphi.com, started getting
popular among Maldivians. The forum, which became known as
the dhivehiforum, was moderated and sensitive content was
removed. However, later the extent of control was reduced and
it started to become a forum for voicing dissent and anti-
government feelings. It also became very popular and well-
known, a forum in which you can express yourself freely.
Naturally the government of the Maldives was annoyed,
disturbed and then alarmed. The forum was banned by the
single ISP in the Maldives, effectively blocking the access of
people in Maldives to the forum.

Of course, there were ways of getting around this ban, but that's
another story. Whenever the government discovered such a
hole they patched it. But for crackers and hackers there is no
absolute control...

Nevertheless the forum continued to be a popular tool for
Maldivians, residing or studying abroad, to voice their senti-
ments. The criticism of the government was so intense that an
action had to be taken, first and foremost finding the creator or
creators of the forum, who were hidden behind the complex
nature of Internet.

Kalhusoru was the chief moderator or the creator. He had
special privileges such as deleting messages, adding members,
etc. It was like his forum. Of course we do not know whether it
was a he or a she but kalhusoru, meaning dark boy in Dhivehi,
led to many people to assume that it was a he...

MORPHEUS

I've been looking for you, Neo. | don’t know if you're
ready to see what | want to show you, but unfortunately, we
have run out of time. They’re coming for you, Neo. And I'm not
sure what they’re going to do.

NEO
Who's coming for me?

Coolness came to Male’ in late 2001. He had spent a few years
in Malaysia studying. It was December and a Ramazan and

Coolness spent much of his time in the mosque. Apart from
prayers, he also had time for his girlfriend. The two of them had
developed an e-commerce website while in Malaysia, a site
through which people in Maldives could also order products
available in Malaysia. Coolness is a good programmer.

Coolness was also the prime suspect for being Kalhusoru. His
main crime was entering IRC chat rooms, especially the
Maldivians’ most popular Kotari, and using the nick Kalhusoru.
The undercover cops, during their visits to Malaysia, tried in vain
to find any connection but were so far not getting any real
evidence.

It was a surprise for Coolness when a group of cops, mainly
officers, entered the house he resided in Male’ during Ramazan
and took him away. The computer that he used was also taken..

Surfer was a frequent visitor of IRC channels including Kotari.
Apart from chatting with his then girlfriend, he also had many
friends. Like Coolness, he was also well-known, at least their
nicks were well-known, in the cyber world of chat rooms.

Surfer also had spent some time in Malaysia and then went to
Australia to complete his degree in Business Studies. He
returned from Melbourne for a short holiday, but this holiday
turned out to be a big surprise as he too was dragged away in
December for questioning, first to NSS Headquarters and then
Dhoonidhoo, an island near Male’ where some prisoners are
detained for investigation. Coolness and Surfer were friends.

At the same moment, the door opens and the agents enter.
Agent Smith sits down across from Neo. A thick manila
envelope slaps down on the table between them.

Neo glances at the name on the file: “Anderson, Thomas A.”

AGENT SMITH
As you can see, we've had our eye on you for some time
now, Mr. Anderson.

He opens the file. Paper rattle marks the silence as he flips
several pages. Neo cannot tell if he is looking at the file or at
him.

AGENT SMITH
It seems that you have been living two lives. In one life,
you are Thomas A. Anderson, program writer for a respectable
software company. You have a social security number, you pay
your taxes and you help your landlady carry out her garbage.

The pages continue to turn.

AGENT SMITH
The other life is lived in computers where you go by the
hacker alias Neo, and are guilty of virtually every computer
crime we have a law for.

Neo feels himself sinking into a pit of shit.

AGENT SMITH
One of these lives has a future. One of them does not.

Your real name is Mushthagq, you are also known as Mutho, your
nick in chat rooms is Coolness. But you are also Kalhusoru, the
guy who started dhivehiforum. And you Mustho, Musthafa, who
goes in the chat rooms with the nick Surfer. You two are guilty of
plotting against the government, trying to ruin the unity and



harmony of the Maldivian society, trying to instill hatred in the
hearts of Maldivians about the democratically elected govern-
ment of the Maldives, and any other crime that we see as fit
under certain articles of the Gaanoon Asaasee (constitution)

He closes the file.

AGENT SMITH
I’'m going to be as forthcoming as | can be, Mr. Anderson.
You are here
because we need your help.

He removes his sunglasses, his eyes are unnatural ice-blue.

AGENT SMITH
We know that you have been contacted by a certain
individual. A man who calls himself Morpheus. Whatever you
think you know about this man is irrelevant to the fact that he is
wanted for acts of terrorism in more countries than any other
man in the world. He is considered by many authorities to be
the most dangerous man alive.

He leans closer.

AGENT SMITH
My colleagues believe that | am wasting my time with you
but | believe you want to do the right thing. It is obvious that you
are an intelligent man, Mr. Anderson, and that you are interested
in the future. That is why | believe you are ready to put your
past mistakes behind you and get on with your life.

Neo stares to match his stare.

AGENT SMITH
We are willing to wipe the slate clean, to give you a fresh
start and all we are asking in return is your cooperation in
bringing a known terrorist to justice.

We brought the two of you - Coolness and Surfer - here not to
question you just about dhivehiforum. As you know, recently
there is an Internet newsletter called Sandhaanu, which is being
mailed to many Maldivians. You must have heard of or read the
content of this news bulletin. While dhivehiforum is a serious
crime, it is not an unforgivable sin. We are ready to let you go
ahead with your lives if you help us in nailing the creator or
creators of Sandhaanu. They are the, or he is, the most wanted
in Maldives now. We believe you know something....

Neo nods to himself.

NEO
Yeah. Wow. That sounds like a real good deal. But |
think | have a better one. How about | give you the finger —

He does.

NEO
And you can cram that file up your Secret Service
sphincter.

Agent Smith puts his glasses back on.

AGENT SMITH
You disappoint me, Mr. Anderson.

NEO
You can'’t scare me with Gestapo crap.
| want my phone call!

| know my rights.

AGENT SMITH
And tell me, Mr. Anderson, what good is a phone call if

you are unable to speak?

We do not know for sure whether Coolness and Surfer went for
a deal. There have been rumors circulating in town that they
were released a few weeks later after turning them into
government spies. They were not charged with any crime. There
are also rumors that Naushad Waheed, Maldivian painter and
artist, was detained after interrogating Surfer. The story goes
that Surfer and perhaps Coolness told the cops that it was
Naushad who supplied them with up-to-date information on
Maldives while the two of them were in Malaysia. Naushad is
now under house arrest. Reports say that he was tortured by the
cops. None of these rumors are backed by any substantial
evidence.

In fact, those rumors may have been made by the regime, as
there is increasing evidence that Naushad was an informer and
a double agent. What better way to give a reason for his arrest
and hide his real connections with the regime than spreading a
rumor that Coolness and Surfer cooperated with cops and then
revealed information about Naushad.

But the most sinister rumor of all is that the dhivehiforum is now
controlled by the government. It is quite easy to imagine that the
young people who were arrested concerning the forum will be
forced to give the forum passwords to the cops. The forum could
then be used to trap dissidents.

With the forum passwords in hand, and the threat under control,
the government could discharge the youngsters because it is
not politically correct to keep prisoners of conscience. So it is
quite possible that they were released because they were seen
as no threat and that Sandhaanu was the real threat. The police
found no connection between Sandhaanu and the two young-
sters.

TANK

Neo, this is loco. They’'ve got Morpheus in a military-
controlled building. Even if you somehow got inside, those are
agents holding him. Three of them! | want Morpheus back, too,
but what you are talking about is suicide.

NEO
| know that’s what it looks like, but it's not. | can’t logically
explain to you why it's not. Morpheus believed something and
he was ready to give his life for what he believed. | understand
that now. That's why | have to go.

If Ibrahim Luthufy, Ahmed Didi and Mohamed Zaki really
believed in saving the Maldives from autocratic rule and if they
were ready to give their life for this cause, then its worth saving
them.

TANK
Okay. Store’s open. What do you need? Besides a
miracle...

NEO
Guns. Lots of guns.

o~-co

>-02¢ o072 cc
/‘ﬁ-f}“/’}’—’ VEAY S 7oKk n.r/_e

3 <
»—'.r/.r

3>
I
o 2 ccro0x70- < 3 -0 cc2c220 -
AV D PNV }‘7!’}“/;1’ ,a/ ;,-r) ./,o/a ,,,; c o oXV D
- - ~ =z
co- O < s 2 %2 2z 0 Crr CC 072 02, 0CHXO -2 Ccc
SoXxE Lo ﬁ-f;"-l'.}’/ /“-/7 — oo, ,9/17/"} IR AsvI— o g
T z
E 0222 - o0 < s €cr2,0-, coO - - o0zo0 2
KD RV DRF LD BN CPASI BN SINJ— 9 29—
- P T 2
2% 2, 2 C0O02¢C2 220 »- Ccw?Z <cc-r2C0 02 07“
Pt el SR Y S -l'd/l/“ S et )'V/J/l /“/“ o
- z z
2¢c 0, 0 0r €227, O o ¢ 027 22coc 220, 2 -
KN FOVIENT SRIINT PP PV I9E 9SS AV S
- 4 z z
c2r ¢ ccc o r0co ¢ 0222 - ¢ 22 o0 r2cc -o2
STV PV CPNPS FIVANRN FPF IRV K AN RPD oV S v D
- z - z -
22 2, <CCrs 0COCCCOrr 7% 2o ccc orx o o
PRI oDV ABIEBA @ YV S  M o@D @ NS
Zz z s 2
€C 22 .,¢ 022C 0r2rs2 s 0 COL, 22 -
PANFPFNS IDSAN IV SRV — 9KV K —



Big Brother Flexes Muscle in the Maldives

It may seem an Orwellian scenario straight out of 1984. The
difference is that it is not fiction but reality. The presence of Big
Brother is being felt ever more. Day-to-day life has become
mingled with nervousness and fear.

It is the Maldives, a small island nation in Indian Ocean. It is
most famous as an exotic tourist destination but beneath the
surface of the paradise on earth lies the fear of the people in
facing an autocratic regime and the government’s absolute
control of the lives of the people.

In 2000 a forum in Internet hosted by Delphi.com, started very
open discussions concerning various issues facing the
Maldives. It started criticizing the government, which like many
totalitarian regimes, control the print and electronic media in the
country. The Dhivehi forum could not be controlled by the
government as it was Internet-based and also because its
creators, believed to be Maldivian students studying overseas,
were not identified.

However, like so many dictatorial regimes, the government of
the Maldives also used its control over the single ISP in the
country and its proxy server, to deny access to the Dhivehi
forum. It was still accessible from other countries but in the
Maldives, for most of the Internet users, it was not accessible.

This was not the first time the government had used its ‘proxy
powers’ to control critical online content. In 1998 some web
pages named Sangu98 was hosted at Geocities. It consisted of
critical content, including those published in Sangu and Hukuru,
two newspapers that started in 1990 and was subsequently
stopped by the government the very same year. Sangu98 also
had a message board. The website was blocked by the ISP and
for sometime there was a cat and mouse game between the
creators and the government as the pages were moved to
different locations in Geocities with the aim of evading the
government.

It is worth mentioning here that Dhivehiraajeyge Gulhun Pvt. Ltd
(shortly known as DHIRAAGU), the single ISP in the country,
licensed in 1996, is also partially owned by the government. It is
a joint-venture between the government and Cable and Wireless
PLC of the UK.

Between 1998 and 2000 there were a few web pages that
criticized the government and were effectively blocked by the
government. It was the Dhivehi forum which started making a
big wave. The fact that it provided a means for different people
to express their opinion and in return react to other people’s
opinion, made it very popular. Maldivians, always a suppressed
people yearning for freedom, were quite attracted to this online
discussion forum.

After the government blocked access to Dhivehi forum from
Maldives, it was still accessed through some other proxy servers
based in other countries. After the government realized this, the
ISP started blocking some of the ports used to get data through
these proxy servers. Exactly how the government was prevent-
ing the people from accessing banned sites through alternate
proxy servers is not clear but apart from blocking certain ports it
could have also requested certain proxies not to let requests
from Maldives pass through the servers.

By 2001, another website was making waves.
Maldivesculture.com, a website by a Maldivian woman residing
in Australia and her Australian husband, had been around for
sometime. It contained content on Maldivian culture, the spiritual
and supernatural aspects of life in Maldives, the dependence on
black magic, and folk tales from Maldives among other things.

However, by 2001 it also started publishing materials that were
critical of the government and was later blocked.

To evade the government, Maldivesculture.com was also hosted
at free sites and dissidents in Maldives continued to get material
from the site through those pages. Whenever the government
came to know of such a URL it was blocked.

Salvation for dissidents came in the form of SafeWeb, which
allows users to circumvent the blocking by the government and
request URLs through the SafeWeb. However, when the
government became aware of this they blocked the SafeWeb
too. (SafeWeb also no longer provides the free service it
previously offered)

The government was always slow in reacting to the dissident
activities that were going on Internet. It had a shortage of trained
people and were quite ignorant of Information Technology
compared to some of the dissidents who saw the potential of
Internet. However, by mid-2001 it seemed that the government
had an edge over the dissidents. Dhivehi forum still existed and
Maldivians overseas still contributed to it. But Maldivians in
Maldives had limited access to the materials published online in
Dhivehi forum and MaldivesCulture.com. A few other anti-
government pages mushroomed but it was lacking enough
content and were blocked.

By September 2001 a group of dissidents started using a new
method: the old concept of e-mail. Sandhaanu, a political
newsletter, was e-mailed to a number of Maldivians. The content
of Sandhaanu was so critical of the regime that it started the
operation to stop the delivery and find out its creators. Moreover,
the content was in Dhivehi, the local language, and it had the
potential of reaching the masses who could not understand
English.

Since an incoming e-mail could not be blocked by the ISP
through URL filtering alone, the government had to resort to
other methods. Freedom of speech on Internet, including
personal e-mails, suffered a heavy blow as the government
started building its counter offensive.

The government started intercepting people’s e-mail, chats on
IRC and Instant messaging applications. Rumors spread that
the regime had hired hackers from a foreign country. Some
people said there were two hackers were from Philippines, one
of them was said to have had worked with the group that made
the notorious Love bug. Others said the hackers were from
USA. The exact origin of the hackers cannot be determined but
it is known that the government paid a large amount to keep
them.

The first arrests occurred in November 2001 when a Maldivian
student in Australia and another guy who completed studies in
Malaysia were arrested. They were alleged to be involved in the
creation of the Dhivehi forum. They were released later.
Apparently no connection was established between them and
Sandhaanu. It is said that the government now controls the
Dhivehi forum after getting the passwords from the young
people. Some dissidents feel that the regime might use Dhivehi
forum to trap unsuspecting dissidents, luring them to the forum
and letting them express their feelings and tricking them to
reveal their identities.

Naushad Waheed, a Maldivian cartoonist and artist, was
arrested shortly thereafter. He was held in detention for more
than 3 months before he was transferred to house arrest in April
2002.



While Naushad was in detention, the police activity continued.
As Maldives has only one telecom operator, and this is
Dhiraagu, a company partially-owned by the government, it was
relatively easy for the government to tap people’s phones and
listen to phone conversations. Tapping phones was not new in
Maldives, but late 2001 and early 2002 saw Big Brother
tightening grip to a scale never experienced before in the
Maldives. All types of Internet activity was monitored including
the URLs that people visited.

Police were everywhere; in teashops and cafes and restaurants,
streets and near public pay phones. In cafes and eateries the
police kept vigil, sometimes taking turns, in shifts. Their mission
was to listen to public conversations and pick up any clue that
could lead to the people who were creating trouble for govern-
ment.

This was not the first time the police had to be in such a vigil. In
2000 the economy suffered quite badly to the extent that many
Maldivians believed they were about to see economic collapse.
Corruption and excessive spending by the President and
cabinet were to blame for the decline. The national airline of
Maldives, Air Maldives, went bankrupt a few months before this
decline. Minister of Finance Arif Himly resigned for ‘personal
reasons’. Analysts believed he fell out with the regime because
he did not favor their excessive spending and corruption.

Rumors spread that Ghassan, the president’s younger son, had
a problem with law while he was studying in UK. Some people
said that he was in a hit and run accident in which a person was
killed. Others said that he was arrested while in possession of
drugs. It was said that the regime paid a large sum, from public
coffers, as his bail. Some people said that this was the reason
why Arif Hilmy resigned. Others said that the finance minister
was forced to resign because he refused to approve a govern-
ment loan to build the office building of Society for Health
Education (SHE), an NGO in which First Lady Nasreena Ibrahim
is a founder member.

To silence any anti-government forces that might gather in the
backdrop of this economic decline, the regime put police on the
streets, cafes and public places. They were in plain clothes but
they were not inconspicuous. It is also said that, during that
time, the police were equipped with special listening devices to
listen to people’s chat in public places. Later the economy did
recover for sometime and the police activity relaxed to some
extent.

Thus, the economy was in bad shape even when the September
11 attacks caused economic decline worldwide. The government
blamed everything on worldwide recession but Maldivians knew
that economic decline started in Maldives way back before
September 11. The economy was barely surviving. After
September 11 things worsened as tourist arrivals declined.
People’s fears of flying and the decline in income led to less
travel worldwide and Maldives, a country dependent mainly on
tourism, was going into an recession. In times of economic
hardship people tend to raise their concerns more. A hungry
man is an angry man, some say. Hence, government needed to
watch its citizens more.

This was the situation in Maldives when Sandhaanu was first
published. It led to even a larger decrease in individual freedom
and privacy. In fact, some people believe that popular MP and
writer, Mohamed Nasheed (Anni) was framed on petty crime
charges and banished to another island because the govern-
ment thought he was involved in Sandhaanu.

The e-mail newsletter continued to be published even after Anni
was banished. It continued even after Naushad was detained.
Undercover cops, who never hooked a bait, went with fishing
gear to piers and seawalls. Cops who were perhaps allergic to
normal stuff offered in eating joints (because they are given
better food in the police canteen and treated like Kings) were
seen eating the meager meals with ordinary folks. Some of the
cops were of course given the opportunity to dine in restaurants

and posh cafes. They were obviously enjoying the all-expenses-
paid meals.

The arrest of Mohamed Zaki and Ibrahim Luthfy, two business-
men, came as a shock. But thereafter Sandhaanu was not
published. They were arrested in late January. They are still in
detention. A number of other people were arersted along with
them but most of them have been released. Apart from Luthfy
and Zaki, Nisrin, a girl who worked in Luthfy’s company, and
Ahmed Didi (Mandela), a former parliamentary candidate, are
also in detention.

The last issue of Sandhaanu was dated 15 January 2002. But
the police activities are being continued. People do not feel safe
while they communicate over phone or Internet. Following the
anthrax scare worldwide, it is assumed the government has a
‘good reason’ for opening private mail. There are no privacy
laws in Maldives. A search warrant is not needed to search
private property. A warrant is not needed to arrest a person.

It is also said that the police are checking the hard disks of the
computers that are brought into country by students or people
who had stayed abroad. What they are looking for is any
material that is critical of the government. It is now a common
thing to take hard disks of computers to the Police Headquarters
when dissidents are arrested. The hard disks will of course be
scrutinized for any ‘incriminating’ evidence, sometimes using
advanced data recovery techniques. Personal data is never
secure, and people are afraid even to keep business secrets in
computers because the police are so corrupt that they will pass
along those data to others if a hard disk is taken.

Young IT professionals have become an endangered breed as
the regime keeps them under watch. The government feels that
without them the dissent would not be so well pronounced.

Dissidents are feeling fear and are wondering when there will be
a knock on the door. It is believed that the arrests and spying by
the government on its people will continue till the Presidential
elections are over in 2003. Or they might continue as long as
the dissent in Maldives lasts.
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CAMPAIGN: From time to time we will be running campaigns on
various issues in the Maldives today. Individual privacy
especially online privacy is the theme for now. We believe that
the government of Maldives should provide the citizens privacy
and stop intercepting Internet communications, whether e-mail,
instant messages or posts to forums. We believe that the
constant monitoring of citizens and tapping of phones should
cease. In this context we are initiating this privacy campaign.

Our campaigns could be successful only with your cooperation.
As the first step e-mail a copy of the article you just read (Big
Brother....) to the following organizations. These organizations
are leading voices for the right to privacy. Tell them about how
the government of the Maldives is curbing privacy especially
Internet privacy. Tell them how corrupt the regime is.
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Global Internet Liberty Campaign
email: gilc@gilc.org

Privacy International ,

1718 Connecticut Avenue, NW,
Suite 200, Washington,

DC 20009.

USA

Director General: Simon Davies.
email: pi@privacy.org

Electronic Privacy Information Center
1718 Connecticut Avenue, NW,

Suite 200, Washington,

DC 20009.

USA

Tel: (202) 483-1140.
email:info@epic.org

Executive Director: Marc Rotenberg.

Computer Professionals for Social Responsibility
PO Box 717,

Palo Alto,

CA 94302.

USA

Tel: (650) 322-3778.

Fax: (650) 322-4748

email: cpsr-info@cpsr.org

Electronic Frontiers Foundation
454 Shotwell Street,

San Francisco,

CA 94110-1914.

USA

Tel: (415) 436-9333.

Fax: (415) 436-9993.

email: info@eff.org

Executive Director: Sheryl Steele.

If you want to join us you are welcome. We need your help in
distributing our newsletters and spreading the voice of the
dissidents. But remember that this involves high risks. We do
not want you to be behind bars. We need you to be free from
their grip. Pass the magazine to your friends, relatives and those
you can trust. But do not engage in any activity that might
endanger you or your family. Even e-mails could be traced to
you. So unless you know what you are doing, play safe.

There are many things that people outside the Maldives could
do to help us. First of all, you can send our magazine to others
more freely. But still if you are using your computer at home to
email this to people in the Maldives, it could be traced to you. So
beware of the risks.

You can help us by sending the magazine to international
organizations such as the Amnesty International. You can also
send this to websites such as maldivesculture.com, where we
hope that the magazine will be made available.

As for people in the Maldives, we do not advise you to send this
magazine through email to anybody. Your emails are constantly
being monitored. Even if it is a fake email address that you are
using, the email will contain enough information to trace the
message to where it was sent. And if it is your home computer,
then bingo, they got you.

But you can always give an electronic or printed copy of the
magazine to your friends, relatives and trusted people. This
magazine is published in Adobe PDF format and it can be read
by using Adobe Acrobat Reader. This software is free and
comes with many software CDs. It is also available to download
from adobe.com.

We need to reach the masses to inform them of the corruption
of the regime. We need to distribute this magazine in islands
other than Male’. To do this also we need your help.

Together we can bring down a regime.
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Dissent on the web

Maldives has always been a very closed society despite its
interactions with foreigners throughout history. Even after
tourism came to the islands in 1970s the certain aspects of the
way of life remained unchanged. It was relatively easy for the
government to control the people, using the media that the
government dominated.

In 1996 the government introduced Internet to the Maldives.
Tariffs remained high and for the ordinary Maldivian it was like a
luxury to use Internet. Little did the government realize the
Internet will later become their Achilles heals.

Internet draws people from different countries closer, it lifts
cultural and ethnic boundaries, and it gives the power to
communicate easily. Repressive regimes find it hard to censor
thought when ideas and thoughts flow across Internet.

“The government can no longer control the free flow of
information. It cannot control the Internet. The society will find a
means of expressing their thoughts,” a political analyst of the
Maldives said around 1999.

His prophesy was to come true. However, even when he said
this Maldivian dissidents had already realized the potential of
Internet.

The first material to come online criticizing the government of
the Maldives was perhaps some pages hosted at geocities.
Named Sangu98 the pages appeared as a surprise in 1998.
Since the ban of popular magazines Sangu and Hukuru in 1990
freedom of expression had been tightly controlled in the
Maldives. People could not even imagine that the free media
that the Maldives witnessed in 1990 will ever return. Since 1990
dissent was suppressed and virtually non-existent.

The Sangu98 brought many promises and hope to the people.
The hope that dissidents would become active again one day
and that a revival of the pro-democracy movement will begin. It
also brought the promise of Internet; a medium that could be
used to bypass most censorship and reach the people.

The power of Internet in reaching the masses in the Maldives
was of course debatable. Internet was still used by only a
fraction of the population and high rates discouraged people
from using it. This could be exactly what the government
wanted. They could enjoy Internet with the public money while
the people were unable to reach the vast flow of information.

Sangu98 consisted of a message board in which people could
express their opinion. This was also a fairly new concept for
Maldivians. The pages also contained many new material that
the public had not read before, including details of how the
government covered up a case of child abuse involving primary
school teachers in 1980s. Sangu98, which had the email
address of sangu98@hotmail.com, started the project of
bringing online the materials that were published in Sangu and
Hukuru, two magazines shutdown in 1990, and Manthiri, a
magazine which was confiscated by the Customs when it was
brought to the country after printing overseas.

Before Sangu98 made real headway, the government blocked
its URL so that people in the Maldives could not access it. The
pages were then moved to different locations in Internet,
especially geocities. The government continued blocking
whenever it came across a URL that pointed to Sangu98. Over
time, however, the site got lost in the vast web of information
called the World Wide Web.

In fact, we have a feeling that it was lost very much. A search in
geocities or in popular search engines such as Google has not
led us to the Sangu98 pages. However, such a search would
lead to another website that was hosted roughly around the

same time: Human Rights Maldives.

A message board in the Human Rights Maldives website has a
reference to Sangu98, indicating that this website was also
created roughly the same time. This site has some information
about the human rights situation in Maldives and has links to
human rights resources on the web. It also has a contact email
hrmaldives@hotmail.com. This site was not as famous as
Sangu98.

By mid 2000 a forum hosted with Delphi.com became quite
famous. It was called the Dhivehi forum and soon it turned out to
be the forum where the government was criticized at one’s own
will. The government tolerated this forum to some extent before
blocking it. Not only was the URL www.delphi.com/dhivehi
blocked but the whole Delphi.com site was blocked. The
creators of the Dhivehi forum also made a small website with
the URL www.dhivehiforum.com. This URL pointed to a page
hosted in a free server and within that page the user was
directed to the forum in Delphi. The URL redirection service was
from Namezero.com and when that site ceased to provide the
free service, dhivehiforum.com did not point to any page.
However, before this had happened the government did block
the dhivehiforum.com too.

Kalhusoru the main moderator of Dhivehi forum became a cult
figure. He was the most wanted person in the Maldives.
However, he evaded the regime’s attempts to hunt him as did
many others who contributed to the forum. This was the beauty
of Internet at work, you can write anything you want and be
anonymous as long as you are careful. Dhivehi forum was a
watershed in the history of dissent in the Maldives. It showed
the capabilities of the Internet to the dissidents. Unfortunately it
showed this to the regime as well. The regime started its own
steps to deal with this new monster.

One weakness of the Dhivehi forum was its democratic nature;
anyone can post anything and somebody else can respond to it.
Of course the moderators deleted foul language and such stuff,
but usually it was quite free. The regime used this to their full
advantage. They started posting pro-government material and
even garbage. Their aim was to flood the forum with rubbish so
that good content will not stand out. They did succeed in their
attempts partly because there were not enough people to post
material criticizing the government. People from Maldives could
not access it except the people who were engaged in this
scheme of flooding the forum. It is obvious that the regime
deployed the resources at hand and kept certain people busy
just to monitor the Dhivehi forum and post rubbish.

Thus Dhivehi forum was quite inactive and its scope as a tool for
dissidents was almost gone by the end of 2001 when two young
men were arrested, apparently for their links with the forum. It
could be concluded that the Dhivehi forum was not a good
propaganda tool for dissidents as its creators did not ban pro-
regime material. It was an unbiased forum. However, it played a
major role in providing information about government’s
corruption and bad practices. It woke many people from the
inertia they were going through and set the stage for more
things to come.

By the end of 2000 another website was also becoming quite
well-known for content that criticized the government.
maldivesculture.com, a website by a Maldivian woman residing
in Australia and her Australian husband, had been around for
sometime. It contained content on Maldivian culture, the spiritual
and supernatural aspects of life in Maldives, the dependence on
black magic, and folk tales from Maldives among other things.
However, later it also started publishing materials that were
critical of the government and was blocked.

To evade the government, maldivesculture.com was also hosted



at free sites and dissidents in the Maldives continued to get
material from the site through those pages. Whenever the
government came to know of such a URL it was blocked.

Maldivesculture.com provided analytical articles on the political
situation in the Maldives. The quality of the content was very
good and it was accompanied by links to relevant material
online. At the beginning the most famous section was The
Family, pro-regime and anti-regime content that appeared in
other sources such as Dhivehi forum about various members of
President Gayoom'’s family, relatives and close friends.

Today maldivesculture.com is the best source of information on
the political situation of the Maldives. It is fairly up-to-date,
considering that it is based in Australia and the information flow
from Maldives to overseas is quite restricted. However, since the
majority of the population is denied access to Internet, it does
not reach the common people, and as it is in English, is not a
perfect tool against the government. It may be read by intellectu-
als and political analysts but, besides being blocked in the
Maldives, it does not reach the common people.

The first anti-regime underground publication that reached the
masses and appealed them came in late 2001. It came in the
form of an e-mail newsletter. It was in Dhivehi, the local
language which most people can read. It was in PDF format
which most people could read from their computers and print.

Sandhaanu was the first publication in the Maldives to effec-
tively use e-mail as a tool. The first issue, in PDF format was
attached to an e-mail and in the body of the email there was a
message to the Maldivians.

“To all our utmost beloved countrymen and women of all ages!
Oh, the children of this beloved nation of ours. Please lend us
an attentive mind for a few minutes for the sake of our own
nation and finally for our own sons and daughters.

Do you foresee a stormy dark cloud is hovering over the nation’s
future? Yes it is. Therefore, let us renew our sense of dedication
to our beloved nation. Let us understand that we were in a same
boat and if this boat is in danger we all are in danger.

Please, please let us not be cowards who are ‘Boduvarihama’
and who says as far as we get our livelihood we don’t care.
Alas, they are miserable creatures who don’t have common
sense.

It is the duty of every member of our community to strive
diligently to free the nation from the bondage of the present
tyrant regime.

To understand better, the danger hovering above us, please
read attached “Maldives Political News Bulletin 1” (PDF format
file) and also pass it to your trustworthy friends and relatives
(specially to your loved ones who don’t have access to the Net).
Beware of the risk, but do your duty towards yourself and
towards your own folk. Please let us act quickly, boldly and
decisively.

May Allah (S.W) be with us and give us strength to fulfill the
noble task ahead of us.

To retrieve the attached document you need Adobe Acrobat
Reader, which is widely available as a freeware. If you are
unable to locate then follow the steps to download.”

The message then instructs how to download Adobe Acrobat
Reader and read PDF files. “Maldives Political news Bulletin”
was the filename usually given but the newsletter was named
Sandhaanu and this was the name that soon became a
household name.

An email newsletter in PDF format was an idea that was
expressed even before Sandhaanu started, by a group known
as Libertarian Party of the Maldives (LPMV). LPMV'’s ideology

was based on the Libertarian movement of USA. Libertarians
are more liberal than the liberals in the context that they believe
that the government should have minimum interference in a
society and that individuals should be free to do whatever they
want as long as they do not harm other individuals.

By mid 2001 LPMV had already promoted its cause in chat
rooms such as Kotari and it had e-mailed its manifesto to a
number of Maldivians.

“We as members of the Libertarian Party believe in the rights of
free speech, free press, right to assemble, right to live without
fear and the right to work, play and dream in our own unique
ways without government intervention. We want a system which
encourages people to choose what they want from life and not
be dictated by big brother,” the Manifesto said.

“In order to create awareness we will be publishing a magazine
quarterly. The name of this magazine would be “Thakurufaan”,
in honor of the great lord who saved Maldivians from the wile
terror of the Portuguese 430 years ago. Our magazine would be
published in PDF and distributed electronically. You are
encouraged to print/translate and share our magazine and this
manifesto in any way you can. At the same time we would like to
warn you about the risks that might be involved in distributing
this magazine in Maldives,” the Manifesto said about the
magazine.

Before Thakurufaan, the idea was implemented by Sandhaanu.
In fact the cops, for sometime, thought that Sandhaanu was
being published by LPMV.

Sandhaanu was a turning point in the history of dissent against
the current regime. Sandhaanu was full of rage. It was radiating
the heat and fury caused by years of frustration. It used simple
down-to-earth language, it was written in Dhivehi, the local
language, and hence it was more appealing to the general
public.

While Sandhaanu was very popular among most people, there
were critics too. Their concern was that the tone of the language
was too harsh and it was too personal. The leading figures of
the regime were criticized using very sarcastic tones. Foul
language was not used but it was almost on the verge of using
such language and attacks against personality of the ruling
people were common.

Maldivians are still mild by nature and many are conservative.
Hence a publication that was using very rough language against
some individuals was not acceptable to some people, even
though those individuals were too corrupted to deserve anything
but personality attacks.

But to say Sandhaanu consisted of only personality attacks is
not a true portrayal. It exposed the corruption of various
government officials, detailed the scandals and schemes, and it
described how the government was crushing dissent with an
iron fist. No wonder the government was concerned.

The government’s hunt for the creators of Sandhaanu went in
vain for months. The last issue of Sandhaanu was published on
15 January 2002. Beginning from late January a number of
people were arrested because they were suspected of been
involved in Sandhaanu. Only four people remain in detention.

When Sandhaanu first came, it was printed and circulated even
to the fishing boats in Male’ harbor. It went to islands and was
read by the island folk while they spent their free time in
benches on the beaches. It is being read by people in islands
even now. |t will slowly go to islands it had not reached in the
past. It will continue to make impact even though it is no longer
being published.

Furthermore, dissidents will continue to use the Internet to voice
their criticism. They will find a way of bypassing the controls.
There is no end to this. This movement will continue.



-
-
z

-
2z 0
<

FI—AND SOV KN PO RYOMS

-
>

<
3

-

o
~ccc € ce

<
P
ccr o0ccree
co 22 2%
e
-
o, 2
s -
0 >

BANI NS 909

%2255 1998 ©

3
P

202, 02, -
cc

OIS NS KPS

0 ¢ »c
z-
2 o0 2 >ccec
cccc
0222 -

o~rcoz
FNEANFK L 2P
22 CceewoZ

-

- -

<

Exd
o
z
s, 0, co 2
cce
cc

1996
)

-

-

-

cc 2252 -
LY SV PV 9P IND KL VPSS DAY P S

> 7
2 7z
20 ~

985~
-0

z

%5

co~ro0 2

o C s

2 2%,

cco » 2

-

[ X
VRN~ KL NJIV RIS NS @I NGB NP 9NN I 9 XS D

0 »rxzc
o

CBAGINSI VN IV RO NI 0 S @IN SRV K N PSS f o oor—

z

KL SISO NPAr— @O Y
-

oc -0
-

o
-
20 2
0c o222
oc
~ 0 >¢0 0
o
-
-

-
7
-
z 0>
AV LI— 9P KIS AV pEI” @2
-
2 ¢c2-002%
-2
co

KB NI BRI P O3~ 90 SENFL S — 9o
z

2 22, 2,
SOVD FKARVIEAL @@ NS
P
€ 0 2c
z
- o 27z
Palt
ocro ~»2
co < oc
T
ccc - 2
2
S
~
o cc O
(el 5 s
€ o0 s -
- . -
© >ceec » 2
2z <
BAI—2 NSFOP VAN S @r—NGS = 9O PN PBS INKV I SVX 9SS

Sk oo

X
1SV 2 S

c2 -
22

cccoc
-
ccc
cc
-

B

>
-
-
-
-

z
-
s 02
-

-
-

-

<
ccc o

¢ ceoz
-2
-
-
-
cec
z-0
-
CoNFS

-
A s

s -
o 7~

-

-

€ o xcecc ¢ 2

-
Zorc

PBA PAFRLANFS r— PAQII SULRAr— LA 5SS AVIVA

o e zoZo
P SO NPFSr— SPNX K
-
o ¢
VR s~ oNS@NI— >
- -0 2
z 2z
-
z ¢z o -
z
2,0 22 €2 ic O s sss
< P
P e
- <o sc
- -7
cc
‘SNBSS S
- z
- coc 2c
-
o cc coo
e

o
© €222, CPs O il

TPANNIIND S 9 PO FND SR VoS8R

s 0 co0o-C ¢

00 2.
1 >2 B2

z
-
<
x4
-
-
I’
-

o
2>2 P r— 92X 9N

-

ccrrrz0 O
PV PV or—S PN NV PV osS K

2 2227 -

o
T -
o

“s coO »
g

€ ¢ 297
-
-
-
ce
€22

CCrrrz 272
svevs e o
-

cccroc

-
-0

€2 27~
-

TRIINDONR G SO NV P SO SRS

ccoz2.0
o-0 o

Fddantd

-
€
L2

~so0c
-
-
P
s cc
s

PANS @DV SININT 32— AKX PP NSND I~

Zz

-0

-

o coro0 -~
o ¢

—

o
oo x cZcc

z
-0
-

s 22
z

D PBSKD DRAJI—ANN IAIANN SIS NI v

2000
cz
z
2
~
-
z
~s0cC 20

DPRPPRVIPY SR K s QRN SIKII B or@ar—

222 ,ccc 727 0¢C 0,27~

z
zs s
ccc o
-

o
o~

R

0o cor2 27 -
-

Zz o0 2

KNS AS@INBIN 9,

z

SIS IVINL S SINN FNIN SIS
2.

20 --0 2

PAFRSS SONFE NFF@IAN SO AV L 95 Y @Nr— D
-

Pl At Fali 4

cce
Zz

-

z

- - Z-

- -

-

n

s ¢ 20
SKOVNBSN PBa prVI

€2 rcc0c 7o

-

s> 2 - o¢c ro0--
- - -

0., cecc o0cC.o cecc o

2 - 0o ¢crr cccce

R ¥ ed

z

PV NS PN IS ONND 3 9 BN NLIV S NS RN D > 97

20 ¢ o
0 xcec » 2

o ¢ o

-
02,

s 0-0 2

3

CPANIPIND BS PSS 9P KNS A2 959

X
cc-
o

'’
-

cc
Ed

-
oc -

-
-
x4

0,22 -
B

SN D SRV K QNI RN JS P PNIV = 95 RN D I SARNSD

z
2.

-
oc ~

A Po pAI—2 SA>

-

-
o022

o -

2 ¢ o0 >ccc » 2
z

7 cco 7
D NSPNF P 250500

ce

sc

o c

-

z

-

<

RSN PPN ARSI

02 o0r02

ce

o}

-
E
-

2
S = PNS@NI— D BN PAPA SNV
o

z

z
<
-

-

-
<

cogns

<
-
o
cco2rc
cogar@N

cc
cc
3

ToARINSIVA

-
o 2 < <

-

-
> 7
2rr0c¢

9870 -

Sr— @ar— >

<

-
-
-

o
-

<
s 0o

<

z
-2

o

-
€030 2 ¢cc 0C ~0

SV D grrgrn

o ¢
>

o- 02
2

02 ¢ o0 xc
2
¢ - 2 - 987«:/
- -
¢ 0o ¢2rr0¢c - 2
- 0o ¢rr ccc>2 o0c >
-

o

22 »xoc
TOSRS PV IBI— D PV NDRANINN D9V F NP D YV ADRAN NN

-

PO ZPS IO XIN OB RSB SIS D NP SIA

ccr2x 0cc oo
ocloc
NE2DRPI— D SV FAS NS

3

IO BN PAI— D > OOV PN NFRIE=D v

c ¢

o

0,22 -
CPNPRIAY SRS
>

s 2
2001
cc s 2
P
» 0¢ cco2-22
-

-

-
<

cC 2 C €2 s
sc o 2.~
g -
o,

o

-
S PSPPI FVRNI—D 9 QIO 9 PN

~ 0 xccc 2

o 2¢c ~

-

-
0c2 -0 2

z
0 »2 257~

AN VSRS S

z

2> co c
coc ce

NSNFr— SAZIN NIIY IONS N NS o3

-

-

VAR 2D 2PN AN SRINEIN K PBD SALN D

Zo0 - 2

-
s -

-
o

¢ 027202

P FVIVS BN AN O o@ns

2 0,202

L

-0 Ed
-

ccc cec
”

L

”

‘oA N>

coz2z2.
<

PVNKRPBR P s 9O oNS N o F D

o
o-r 02 ,0c¢

X3

-

o,
z-

z
- N>

-

3
ccc ecc

77
PV r—X} S o>

cccr 22 c2 -

2000

-
cec

E N 2 el 7 ¥ R el el

-

-, 0,0
CBAIJN oRK D DG S 98 orovNDXF Ko
<

L
-
2

o,z

N— FAr s>

€ ceeccec 0 ¢

-
€cc2 0 -2
CPNK 9= 98 KoAr
cc co 72 22
-
cc € O » >cec » 2
TPANS SRS 9590
coc -0
-
-

>

-
2 2.

s0c- O
-

Patal AR ]
POIND NSINOE SR

0 2 cc
22297 -

coc
S

o
2

>

o
-

-
o

-
Zzo -
-

-

VANSV 930 >—I2 >~ PPV RF RV SZAKX PNSD > 9r RS JI SN
-

-
-7 -

-
-

-
o

-

z
o -
c2 zo
<
-

o ¢
ce
P el d 2l

© s s sicCc 700
<

oz
-
cc
-
202
-
0,0 .-,2232, coc co
s 2002
vo o

E
-

¢ ceoz

o,

o~ Zo

-
-

z 2

DIPL PSN G S oINS D PN oo — D

02,220~
cc

o 72 zo -~
z

NSIV RIS I KN F B VPSSR @ s

<

-
ccrc
-
s 7
<
z
-

LR KA B oS

o corro0-
2

© ¢ o xxo0o0
2, 0 22
> -
0’7
-
>0 -
- 7
z2 <
VR L OB FKANJIIN TSNP F PN NSV L BION SIS0 A
-7
2z 25 -
NPIY AV e@Lar— o).
- -
co - o, 02
7.
¢ o2
r— oIy SYe@s A2
s > o0 co 2
T
Z ccc o
2 297 -

z -
0~ ccc
-
> o c
cccorro
CPNGIS VI I oA

-
o co2c

o 2,2
SRENAZV
022>

-4
y
~

2c
-
Z o
PN PVNSINN Jr— SIS TN NP IV PRI PIDS T DI SN Jr—
o -

A
EX VR L VR P P

src0c2 22

.
z
cco

P
.

o

et

¢ ccc

ce>

o -,

—v > v Az oo

&

-

-
052 22

.-
2,2 0
IS KL NSOV RPN N JIVIIANAN
P

-

occ 2

e
sCc 0o

- - -
ocxxo -2

-
o 2.

2, ¢c2zZo
<
T -

o} SREIND

<
z Z2o0 ~

-
PN IV KINS IS DK PN IS SS AV I NS F NSV — 95

N

-

2

22
-

cc o
P i’

0 » -0 50
22 o c

2

s22¢ 0,0 ¢
SOV OKPND NS SS DRI O3 QI BV NV L9 AN N o oy

g

c -
- -

cc
c¢c cor22,0- 02

SA eapr FYIVEAN

< cc

P
-
A

o

15

325 & 2002 <535

RIS P25

2¢c2zo0 -

8\

cc cecc
s z- z -

o

~,2 20 2 cc
0 co>x0 2 cc 0cCc 0

S ISV IOND @INRIYAN N PNP OIS

-

z
z

cccr20

- 2.0
PN NSORFO QU IVIIN VOIRVIND A
s -

b
<

z
s <
z
Z o 2
-

<
ccc eccoc

CoAIN O SPNS

o- 2
cc

-
-

o ¢
i’
oc o0
- v

x c2c
-

o

cccrc 0 corro0-
Fd

- ccc

SV D IS KN SN PAPBDA — QIS FIK 950 AP SISV

2 -

-
2 02, . c2-0 ~

SRRV QUKL SOVINOIND FVRD BT BIBINAN PN PAIIINS DS

-
-

0rrr2
o -



Wave of arrests related to Sandhaanu

It was said that in November 2001 President Gayoom sum-
moned his senior officers of the National Security Service - the
government body under which the armed forces, police and
coast guard comes - and gave them a warning.

They were warned to find out the creators of the underground
publication Sandhaanu. They were cautioned that if they did not
find the people responsible, some of the high-ranking officers of
the NSS will lose their jobs.

The officers of NSS lives a life of luxury and they will resort to
any method to preserve this life. Dissidents were worried that
NSS will arrest innocent people on charges related to
Sandhaanu as a means of buying time till the actual creators
were found. For more than three months Sandhaanu was
bringing headaches to the leaders of the regime. As Americans
were hunting Osama bin Laden in the rough terrain of Afghani-
stan, all the resources of the government of Maldives were
deployed to find an enemy that was as versatile: the creators of
Sandhaanu.

Two youngsters, Mushthaq and Musthafa, were arrested first in
December 2001. Mushthaq had completed his education in
Malaysia and returned in late 2001. Musthafa, after completing
part of his education in Malaysia, was finishing his studies in
Australia. He came on holiday. They were detained for about
two weeks before they were released. They were also said to
have been questioned about Dhivehi forum, an online discus-
sion forum which was used by dissidents to post material.
Apparently the cops did not find any connection between them
and Sandhaanu. However, it was said that the cops made a deal
with them, got the passwords of the forum, and now control the
forum. It was also said that the arrest of Naushad Waheed, a
Maldivian artist, was based on information given by the two
youngsters or one of them.

Now we know that not all those rumors were true. It is quite
possible that the cops got the password of the Dhivehi forum
from the youngsters and now control the forum. However, it was
a rumor spread by the regime that Naushad was arrested based
on information provided by the young people. In fact Naushad's
arrest involved more shadowy details that the government
wanted to conceal.

MaldivesCulture.com, a website that is been criticizing the
regime, also says that the two youngsters were questioned
about the website.

"No official media has confirmed or denied Naushad's arrest,
detainment, continuing interrogation or his condition after his
arrest, or his whereabouts for that matter. True to form, spin-
doctors in the President's Office and the Ministry of Defense and
National Security spread rumors and disinformation, alleging
that Naushad is a suspect in an ongoing criminal investigation.
This refers to the hunt to nail the architects of the underground
paper Sandhaanu. Other rumors originating from the establish-
ment claim to connect some unnamed Maldivian students
studying abroad in Malaysia and Australia, apparently involved
in publishing subversive material online.

A source disclosed that two students, one arriving from Australia
and the other from Malaysia were arrested and detained. This
source also revealed that two groups of undercover police had
been working in both countries lately, gathering evidence by
cultivating student bodies.

Apparently, the student from Australia had been interrogated
regarding the maldivesculture.com activities. And, he had
mentioned Naushad Waheed in a confession. Contrary to earlier

reports, the Maldivian government is highly engaged in trapping
and arresting all those they think are passing information to this
site," the website based in Australia said in January 2002.

"On the 9th December 2001, 9.30 p.m local time, Naushad
Waheed, a prominent artist was arrested and taken away to the
NSS along with his PC. Soon after, a change of clothes, etc.
were taken in as well, reflecting to the public yet another violent
reaction by the authorities to the Sandhaanu affair,"
MaldivesCulture.com said while reporting the arrest of Naushad.

Growing evidence indicates that Naushad was a double agent
who passed information both to the regime and the opposition. It
was his connections with the opposition, and according to some
people, his passing of information to Amnesty International,
which landed him in trouble. He was sent to house arrest in April
2002 and awaits trial. It is clear that he was not involved in
Sandhaanu.

In the afternoon of 30 January 2002 NSS Officers conducted a
stealth operation in which the offices on Nazaki, a leading
business in Maldives, was raided. Mohamed Zaki, one of the
shareholders and the leading man in the business, was arrested
allegedly while he was at his home in Male' at the same time.

The raid was very discreet and only NSS officers were involved.
There were no low-ranking staff for the fear of a leak. Zaki had
already escaped the cops once before; this time they were
taking no chances.

The police searched the computers and files and other stuff in
Nazaki. They also arrested Ismail Zaki, a brother of Mohamed
Zaki. Both brothers were involved in the business. Only recently
had Ismail arrived from Malaysia after spending years there
with his brother. They had businesses and property in Malaysia.

In a raid that was very coordinated, the Malaysian police raided
the house of Zaki in Malaysia simultaneously. A group of
Maldivian policemen, led by the Deputy Commissioner of Police
Captain Latheef, were already in Malaysia in advance, plotting
the raid.

The Malaysian cops searched Zaki's residence and arrested his
16-year-old son, who is said to have been surfing when the raid
took place. The boy was released on bail and later released. In

both Male' and in Malaysia, the police is said to have taken hard
disks of computers for examination.

Zaki was a prominent businessman of the Maldives and his
arrest was much talked about in town. Nazaki was situated in an
area bustling with traders and buyers during daytime and the
cops' raid was much noticed by the people. All sorts of rumors
started, some linking Zaki to the then recent leakages of GCE O
level papers. Some people suspected that Zaki's arrest had
something to do with his past in which he fled the country and
stayed in Malaysia for years after the cops started hunting him in
relation to a political case, of which the details are not very clear
even now. But for people who were analyzing the recent
happenings in the Maldives, the nature of the arrest seemed to
be related to the hunt for the publishers of Sandhaanu, the
underground publication.

On the morning of 31 January 2002 the office of Viuga, an IT
company located in Alikilagefaanu Magu of Male', was raided.
Its shareholder and Managing Director Ibrahim Luthufy was
arrested along with Sofwath, a young programmer working for
the company, and Nisrin, a young girl working for the company.
Nisrin was released later but was arrested again.
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Muaz, another young man who was employed in Viuga, was
arrested at his home later. In each case either computers or
hard disks were taken to Police Headquarters for investigation.

Ibrahim Luthufy was a creative businessman who in early 1990s
organized a computer training centre named Computerland. His
business career was interrupted by a long spell of custody,
during which time he was either in prison or under house arrest
for crimes he did not commit. After he was released in 1999 he
formed the IT company with Qasim Ibrahim, one of the leading
businessmen of the Maldives.

Sofwath is a famous programmer in the Maldives. He worked for
sometime in the telephone company Dhiraagu before going to
Malaysia for studies. After he returned, apart from various
computer projects, he was teaching computing to students.
Sofwath is a leading guy in the Maldives Linux Group.

Muaz had worked in Focus Computers, a leading computer
reseller in the Maldives, before joining Viuga.

With the resources of talented IT people at hand, backed by the
finance of Qasim Ibrahim, Viuga was venturing into many big
projects in the Maldives. Their top priority at the time was the
ISP project, in which they aimed to bid for the second ISP that
the government had announced that it will license.

To become the second ISP Viuga was about to form a partner-
ship with many powerful companies in the Maldives, which
coincidentally included Nazaki. Hence, there were rumors that
the arrest of the Viuga group and Zaki was related to this
business deal. Either the government did not want them to
become the second ISP or an envious competitor was collabo-
rating with powerful figures in the government to prevent the
coalition of Viuga and Nazaki from bidding. Indeed, in the end
the partnership were not able to bid for the project.

About two weeks later Amjad, another shareholder of Viuga,
was also arrested. Amjad was no longer involved in the
business of Viuga and he had just started his own business. But
the fact that he was a shareholder made him a prime target and
it was now clear that Viuga, a Dhivehi name which meant
Network, was now in deep water.

Shafy, nicknamed DOS, was also a staff of Viuga and was
working in an assignment in a resort when the police called him
and told him to report to the police station in Male'. Shafy came
in his own will and joined his arrested colleagues. There was not
much choice.

Shafy developed an interest in computers at a very early age.
Hence, while in Majeediyya School in Male', he was recognized
as a bright student who was very good in computers, thus
earning him the nickname of DOS, after the operating system
that was used before the Microsoft Windows.

Like Sofwath, Shafy was also educated in Malaysia and he even
worked there for sometime. He is considered to be one of the
most skilled computer professionals in the country. He had
joined the start-up company Viuga with high hopes that
ultimately will not be realized.

The plot thickens as Ahmed Didi, a former parliamentary
candidate for Addu Atoll, was arrested. It was reported that he
was in Sri Lanka for a medical treatment when he was brought
back home. Apparently, the government was forming alliances
with neighboring countries in their search for the culprits.

For Ahmed Didi, nicknamed Mandela, jail was not a new
environment. A dissident and critic, he was imprisoned during a
parliamentary election so that he could not conduct his
campaign. Like Zimbabwe the regime in Maldives intimidate and
bully candidates and even imprison them to ensure that they do
not win. Ahmed Didi, who comes from Hulhudhoo in Addu Atoll,
had a high chance of winning a seat in parliament before he was
imprisoned during the election.

1"

After conducting the investigation to some extent Ismail Zaki,
Amjad, Muaz, Sofwath and Shafy were released. Mohamed
Zaki, Ibrahim Luthufy, Ahmed Didi and Nisrin remain detained
even till this day.

Four more people were taken to the police station in late March
and early April but were later released. Some of them were
detained for a few days and others for about a week. They are
Abdul Hannan, shareholder of sign making company Harins,
Ahmed Nashid, a shareholder of ADK Hospital in Male', Hassan
Zabhir, shareholder of Reefside company, and Qasim Ibrahim,
majority shareholder of Villa group of companies and one of the
richest men in the country. All of them come from the same
circle of businessmen who are seen as leading an opposition
movement.

Their connection with Sandhaanu is not clear. Nashid, Qasim
and Hannan were close to Naushad Waheed who was arrested
earlier. Even before Qasim was summoned to the Police Station
rumors had spread in Male' that he had financed Sandhaanu. As
he had invested in Viuga and was a shareholder it was natural
for this rumor to spread but it is not necessarily true. Qasim was
also a leading figure in the movement which tried to form a
political party in the Maldives.

Qasim was about to go to Sri Lanka with a delegation of
Maldives National Chamber of Commerce and Industry when he
was arrested. The local media, controlled directly or indirectly by
the government, circulated the news that Qasim, the President
of the chamber of commerce, had visited Sri Lanka, while he
actually was in the National Security Service building in Male'
where he was kept for about four days. For a businessman like
Qasim this was enough humiliation and punishment as
opportunity cost of even a day in detention was very high.

Analysts believe that Qasim and Zahir were detained as a
measure of intimidation. Either the government had evidence
linking them to Sandhaanu and did not want to arrest them
fearing a public outcry and instead went for a face to face talk in
which they were warned, or there was no such evidence but still
they were detained to warn them not to engage in anti-regime
activities. As those businessmen were potential financiers for
the parliamentary by-election that was later to be held in May,
their arrest may have been done to warn them not to spend for
the campaign of any opposition candidate. Their arrest may also
have been intended as a warning for the public to shatter any
illusions it may have that some people were 'above the law'
because of their place in the society.

Ahmed Didi (Mandela), Nisrin, Ibrahim Luthufy and Mohamed
Zaki are still detained. Mohamed Zaki fled the country in about
1989 or 1990 after the cops began hunting him. It is said that he
was involved in distributing underground materials criticizing the
then Minister of Trade llyas Ibrahim. llyas was then filling a
number of powerful posts in the country; besides being the
brother-in-law of President Gayoom he was also one of the most
corrupt individuals. Apart from Zaki, the others who distributed
the materials were arrested, and later sentenced. Later it
emerged that they were framed; it was a plot of llyas and his
followers to cause havoc in the town and put the blame on
dissidents.

Some people also say that Zaki was involved in the mysterious
White Shark affair. The government never acknowledged this
had happened but based on available information it could be
said that this was a formidable challenge to the government. It
was 1988 or 1989 and phone calls were made to parents asking
them not to send their kids to the drills of July 26th (Indepen-
dence Day) because something was bound to happen. Written
material were distributed in Male' warning the government. Even
now some people may have copies of them but they are well-
hidden. White Shark never materialized as a threat but it was
one of the occasions when the regime was in danger, one of the
few cases that are kept in unmarked files.



Zaki fled to Malaysia where his business flourished. He
entertained senior officials of the government there. It is said
that he also contributed to the 1993 presidential campaign.
Whether this is true or not we do not know, but Zaki was in good
books of the regime, because certain ministers who fell out with
llyas Ibrahim, were by then close to Zaki. In 1993 it was
discovered that llyas secretly tried to become the President and
for the next few years he was out of favor with the regime. It
must be noted that Zaki's buddies who were arrested for
distributing anti-llyas material, completed at least part of their
sentenced term while he was not punished even after returning
home, some say after five years. Zaki continued to stay in
Malaysia but visited the Maldives occasionally. It seemed that
the regime had forgiven him. This unholy alliance was not to
last.

Ibrahim Luthufy opened his computer training centre
Computerland in H. Vinoliya, the residence of his wife. He had
spent some amount to build a part of this house. Later his
father-in-law wanted to rent this part to a party but Luthufy did
not agree to this move, basically because this part of the house
was put as security for an overdraft he had drawn to expand his
business. Thus began a clash with Luthufy and his father-in-law
in which powerful forces conspired to keep Luthufy behind the
bars.

For years Luthufy was dragged from prison in two islands and
Male' to house arrest. In 1999 he released a report of his ordeal
and sent a copy to each candidate in the parliamentary election
as well as the President and justice minister. Luthufy's report
details the inhuman nature of the Maldives police and how unfair
and twisted the justice system is. It showed how even pleas to
the President and the subsequent instructions of the president
were 'ignored' by the police and the judiciary. It illustrated how
abusive low ranking police were and how a senior NSS official
and an MP collaborated with Luthufy's father-in-law in this plot.

Ironically, Luthufy's father-in-law was approached by certain
individuals to locate Miadhu, a daily newspaper, in the part of
the house built by Luthufy. Those individuals later approached
even Luthufy. Miadhu is a paper indirectly owned by President
Gayoom. In his report Luthufy tells how one person working in
the President's Office came to him with an offer and told him
that he will receive additional benefits if he agreed. Luthufy
refused and the price he paid was to be kept in detention for
years for crimes that could not be proven by any court. While he
was in detention, cops called his wife and harassed her. His
children were psychologically affected by his long spells of
absence.

Luthufy's report is too good to miss for anybody who wants to
know about the torture and arbitrary powers of Maldivian police.
Shortly after his report of experiences in the hands of NSS was
distributed, he was released. But freedom was not meant to last
for Ibrahim Luthufy.

If Sandhaanu was born out of hatred and anger, it is the regime
that fueled the fire, fed the anger and impregnated the fury.

Recent reports of Amnesty International concerning the
prisoners of conscience in the Maldives, especially those
arrested in relation to Sandhaanu, had some errors. Please
send a copy of the article you just read or this magazine to
Amnesty International so they may get a better picture of
what is going on. Also ask Amnesty International to increase
pressure on Maldivian government to release the prisoners
of conscience currently being held related to Sandhaanu.

Tel: +44 20 7814 6200

Fax: +44 20 7833 1510

email: info@amnesty.org.uk

web: http://www.amnesty.org.uk/
http://www.amnesty.org

Amnesty International
99-119 Rosebery Avenue
London
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UNITED KINGDOM
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